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Media alert 

17 October, 2024 | Please cascade to all media staff 

Reminder for safe reporting on the death of Liam Payne  

Australian media professionals are reminded to apply Mindframe guidelines when reporting on the death of Liam Payne. There is 

evidence that speculating about the death of a celebrity can contribute to distress in the community. Care should be taken not to 

speculate about the death until further details are known.  

Media are reminded to avoid publishing graphic photos, footage or other imagery that show or depict the method or location of 

a celebrity death.  Be mindful of potential impact on audiences and check any information coming from international sources to 

ensure they comply with Australian standards.  

Media are also reminded to avoid stigmatising language in relation to Mr Payne’s mental health and alcohol and other drug 

concerns, which can impact people with similar concerns or experiences. The Our words matter guidelines are available to help 

media choose safe and sensitive language around these topics.  

Given the significant amount of distress in the community following the death, please take the opportunity to remind audiences 

to check in with each other and access support.  Mental health and suicide prevention services in Australia are available to 

anyone in the community who may be distressed and grieving.   

 

 
 

  

https://mindframe.org.au/guidelines
https://mindframe.org.au/our-words-matter-guidelines-for-language-use#:~:text=View%20and%20download%20Our%20words%20matter%3A%20Guidelines%20for%20language%20use
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Mindframe support for media 

For free support in reporting safely on alcohol and other drug use, mental health concerns and suicide, call 02 4924 6900 (7 days), 

visit mindframe.org.au or email mindframe@health.nsw.gov.au 

 

Reporting on alcohol and drug use, suicide and mental illness can also impact to the welfare of journalists. To support media 

professionals Mindframe, in consultation with the DART Centre Asia Pacific, has developed journalism self-care resources for 

media professionals reporting on these issues. These resources can be found here. 
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